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There is no guarantee, if you are an

individual below the poverty line, dis-
abled or under Medicare because of
your age, that you will be protected.
There is no guarantee to the individ-
ual, only some money to the States, to
do the best job they can, and whatever
they do will be acceptable.

Now, the Speaker did incorrectly
state what was in his bill. I believe
that he genuinely did not understand
his legislation. When he reads it, when
he finds out what they did in the Com-
mittee on Commerce, well, I would not
want to be the chairman of that com-
mittee since the Speaker now has deci-
sionmaking power over who is chair-
man of the committee or not.

But I suspect what he will do, which
is the only honorable thing to do, is to
support the Pallone amendment when
it is offered to the legislation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California [Mr. RIGGS] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. RIGGS addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.]

f

A BAD MEDICARE BILL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan [Mr. DINGELL] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, there
are some facts that are very clear now.
Let me go over the situation. Under
current law, Medicaid beneficiaries are
guaranteed coverage for premiums and
co-pays and deductibles. The House Re-
publican bill repeals that law.

The Democratic amendment in the
House Committee on Commerce offered
by my colleague, the gentleman from
New Jersey [Mr. PALLONE], to restore
this current guarantee was rejected by
a vote of 24 to 18. Every member of the
committee on the Republican side of
the aisle voted against it.

Under the Republican block grant,
Federal payments are cut by 20 percent
over the next 7 years. No State is re-
quired to cover any elderly. There are
no requirements to provide anything to
the current Medicaid eligibles. Only 7
percent of State dollars have to be
spent on low-income seniors.
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This is simply not enough, and there
is no guarantee.

Now, the House has already found, re-
grettably, that no one here really un-
derstands the entirety of the bill. The
Speaker in a rather powerful statement
has been proven to be entirely in error.
How many other Members who have
talked about the wonders of this legis-
lation we passed today or the legisla-
tion that we are going to pass to
amend Medicaid are going to be wrong?

The process under which this was
conducted was intolerable. The bill was
put in the committee, hearings were
requested, none were given. The matter
was considered without any hearings

whatsoever, without testimony from
any agency of the Federal Government,
without hearing from any governor,
from any citizen, or without hearing
from any Federal agency as to how this
would impact the people of the coun-
try.

There is no understanding of what is
in the bill, including whether or not
the fraud provisions are in fact ade-
quate, which in fact, by the way, they
are not.

The bill was passed out of committee
without being read. On at least three
separate occasions, different versions
of the legislation were presented to the
House or to the committee. Last night,
the third or fourth version of the bill
was presented to the House. It again
was not read. The Committee on Rules
had no opportunity really to under-
stand what was presented to them.

Today, we saw a discussion of the
legislation in which there appeared to
be great confusion and in point of fact
there was, because no Member had had
opportunity to know or understand
what is in this bill.

The process could have been abated
by the ordinary way in which legisla-
tion is considered. Hearings could have
been held. Proper markups could have
been held. This matter was reported to
the House by our committee with mini-
mum consideration of the legislation,
and similar activities took place in the
Committee on Ways and Means.

My colleagues on the Republican side
will tell us how hearings were held on
Medicare. Hearings are routinely held
on Medicare and on Medicaid here-
abouts in this body, but it must be ob-
served that not one hearing was held
on this bill. The only hearing which
was held on this subject in connection
with this particular process was to
hold a hearing in the Committee on
Ways and Means on a press release,
hardly a matter which merits congres-
sional consideration.

The result is that the House has
acted upon this legislation in great
confusion. The Speaker has been led
into the unfortunate position where I
am sure unknowingly he misrepre-
sented the facts as regards the content
of the legislation on a point which is
extremely important to the American
people. That is, that 11 million widows
will not have their Medicare payments
paid on their behalf on Part B because
of the way the law is going to work out
when the consideration of this matter
is at conclusion.

I say this is a sad and intolerable
event. I say it is an event which has
been created by a deliberate deter-
mination on the part of the Republican
leadership of this body to present this
matter to the House without giving
adequate opportunity for this body to
be properly informed through the or-
derly and regular process of this body
which go back to the earliest days of
the Republic. I think that this is a
shameful way to proceed on legislation.
It results in intolerable surprises to
the Members of this body, results in

lack of proper information on how the
legislation has been constructed or
what will be its impact.

I think we need only to look forward
now to see what fresh new surprises are
going to plague this body, are going to
plague the senior citizens, are going to
plague the administrators on a State
and Federal level and are going to
plague the people who would be bene-
ficiaries under Medicare who today
would enjoy benefits which are going
to be taken away from them tomorrow.
I think that the surprises are going to
be substantial.

It is regrettable that we have done
this this way. It is to be hoped that we
will at least learn from it, will not re-
peat this kind of abuse. But a greater
hope is that we might take the time to
scrutinize the evil that we have done
today and set about trying to correct
it.

f
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.

CHAMBLISS). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentleman from Califor-
nia [Mr. HORN] is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

[Mr. HORN addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.]

f

A DISASTROUS MEDICARE BILL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio [Mr. BROWN] is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
today in this House many of us opposed
a very bad bill, the Medicare ‘‘reform’’
bill that cut Medicare $270 billion to
give tax breaks to the wealthiest
Americans. It weakened fraud provi-
sions in a series of back-room deals
with the AMA and with other organiza-
tions to roll back a lot of fraud provi-
sions that would have allowed us to
more aggressively go after those people
that cheat the system.

The Inspector General’s office has
said that 10 percent of Medicare ex-
penditures go to fraud, waste and
abuse. We need to aggressively go after
that. Instead, this House today turned
its back on that. So, at the same time
as this House made Medicare cuts, it
weakened fraud provisions. It gave $245
billion in tax breaks to the wealthiest
individuals in this country and the
largest corporations in this country.

Perhaps equally disturbing as the bill
itself, which I think is a disaster, was
the process that led up to this vote
today right up until we actually cast
our votes.

Some weeks ago, the Speaker and the
Republican leadership simply said
there were going to be no hearings on
this issue, no hearings in committee on
Medicare, no hearings on this issue on
Medicaid. We tried over and over ask-
ing for hearings, requesting of my com-
mittee chairman, the gentleman from
Virginia [Mr. BLILEY], in the Commit-
tee on Commerce. The same went on in
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